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Chance favors the prepared mind.

That's what Louis Pasteur thought. We think
so, too. It's why we work so hard to provide
opportunities for learning here. You come to
us with your learning needs, and we help you
prepare your minds. You only need to call or
come by to tell us what you need.

Also, through Lunch & Learn here, you learn
more about our community and about other
opportunities for learning in the area. You will
read about our recent gatherings on page
two. It's good to note here that the students in
Frances’ new Transitions class are displaced
workers who came here to find out about

opportunities we have — including that special
math class mentioned at the top of page two.

You come here, too because you like people,
you love learning, and you want to give back.
You make this program very special. Your
one-on-one work with students helps them
reach new levels and gives you new
skills. Sometimes you contact us years after
you worked with a student to tell us your ex-
periences here changed your life course.

We salute you all!

PS United Way helps us help you. You should
know that United Way's annual campaign is

going on right now! Call 270-843-3205 to find
out how you can give, advocate, or
volunteer. Dan did! See below.

services provided by BRADD, and stayed to
take advantage of the multiple learning

Where are you from originally, and how long have yo  u lived in this

area?

| was born and raised in Franklin. My work as a Quality Engineer, mostly in
the automotive manufacturing industry, has taken me to Michigan, Missis-
sippi, Arkansas, and the Kentucky—Tennessee area. Since | was traveling a
lot, in 2000 | moved my home base back to Franklin. | now have two grand-
children and more than likely will stay in this area. | have always consid-

ered Franklin my permanent home! Dan Ausbrooks

How did you become involved at the Simpson County L iteracy Program, and what kind

of volunteer work do you do?

Due to the economic slow-down, | had some free time. I've always wanted to do some volun-
teer work. God has blessed me during my life and | felt it was time to give back. | randomly
chose United Way and pulled it up on the Internet. | emailed the office in Bowling Green, Ken-
tucky and before the day ended | had spoken via E-mail to Deb Thompson at the Simpson
County Literacy Center. Within a couple of weeks, they put me to work. | work on Monday
nights helping folks pursuing their GED with math and language skills. | also help them with the
Internet learning tools that are available through different web sites. This helps them review
GED material and also improve their computer skills.

What are your hobbies?

I enjoy fly-fishing, camping and playing the guitar. My greatest past time is being with my
grandkids. | never call it baby-sitting when my grandkids come over.

What type of books do you enjoy reading?

My most favorite book is the Bible. | especially enjoy studying the Old Testament and the
history of our patriarchs. Another all-time favorite is The Shack.

How would your friends describe you? My friends would describe me as always on time. |
suppose they would say I'm somewhat kind, considerate and would be a good friend to have.

We thank you, Dan!
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For the college bound —

First things first

to our former student, Steve
Rahman, who passed the GED
exam in August. Steve is a
bright young man and hard
worker. He was motivated to
get his GED because he wants

to go to college. We wish him

the best of luck as he continues his education!

Frances is teaching a specific class:
Transitions: Preparing for College Math
to help meet the needs of students who
are making plans to attend college. By
being college ready when they start to
college, students can save time and
money. Many of her students are dis-

placed workers preparing for new careers.

Lunch and Learn — Continuing education opportunities, retraining for new careers,
and the Franklin Police Department “Past and Present”

Dr. Foshee, of the BGTC-
Franklin Center, spoke at
the July Lunch and Learn.
He talked about the new
Franklin facility and its edu-
cational value to the com-
munity.

The BGTC-Franklin Center
is a modern, up-to-date 64,000 square foot facility. Bowling
Green Technical College has received full accreditation.
Credits earned will transfer to most colleges and universi-
ties, an important consideration for students when pursuing
higher education.

The cost per credit is substantially lower than other institu-

tions in the area, giving students the opportunity for a more
affordable education that is close to home. Financial aid
and scholarships are available in many cases. Dr. Foshee
shared information about the new program partnership
BGTC-Franklin Center has developed with Franklin-
Simpson High School. Students have the opportunity to get
a jump on college experience and college credits during
their senior year. The goal of this program is for students to
graduate from high school ready to begin college level
courses.

Dr. Foshee invited the public to come by to take a tour of
the new Franklin facility located at 175 Davis Drive. Those
who are ready to get started can begin by enrolling online,
going by the facility, or calling 270-901-1119. Someone will
be happy to assist you in the process.

Helena Chase, coordi-
nator for BRADD
(Barren River Area De-
velopment District) was
the guest speaker at
the Literacy Center’s
Lunch and Learn in
August. Helena specializes in providing information about
the TRADE Act and Recovery Act of 2009 which provides

job training, employment services and other benefits to help
displaced workers. She spoke about health insurance
benefits, the number of weeks of retraining allowed, weeks
of unemployment payments, and what individuals might
qualify for through the Recovery Act of 2009. Helena
stressed that BRADD works to help individuals acquire the
education, training and skills needed in today’s job market.
For more information call 270-781-2381, or check online at
www.bradd.org.

The Franklin Police Department: Past and Present was the
topic at the September
Lunch and Learn. Dale
Reeve, retired State
Trooper and volunteer
Chaplain at the Franklin
Police Department spoke
about how law enforce-
ment has changed and
improved over the years,
with more training and higher educational levels for officers.
In 1966, the State of Kentucky put a training program in

place for city police. Before then, smaller cities had little
opportunity for training. Now, requirements in physical fit-
ness, education, and field training must be met through the
Peace Officers Professional Standards, know as POPS, in
order to be a police officer.

Franklin has 22 sworn officers. Chaplain Reeve stressed
that between the rigorous hiring process and professional
standards for police officers, the police force in Franklin is
well trained and well educated. He believes that all the men
and women in the Franklin Police Department take pride in
their job and want to do the right thing for the good and
safety of the community.

For updates on our classes, Lunch and Learn, current activities and more, listen to WFKN, AM Franklin, at 8:03 a.m.
every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month, sponsored by FEPB. of the Franklin Favorite.
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A handicap accessible ramp becomes a reality

— thanks to a community effort

Have you noticed that there is a handicap accessible ramp
at the side door of the Simpson County Literacy Center?
We are very pleased to be able to provide this access into
the building. It has been a work in process for quite some
time, and we would like to take this opportunity to acknowl-
edge the Friends of Literacy who have helped along the
way.

Kathy Johnson, who has been a computer student and a
volunteer at Simpson County Literacy, was instrumental
in getting the ramp project going. She saw the need and
took it upon herself to go to her employer, Harman Becker,
and asked if the company could help build a ramp. Randee
Durham, Human Resource Manager at Harman Becker,
was able to pledge funds to go towards the ramp project.

While presiding as president of the Rotary Club, Frank
Wakefield learned about the project. He contacted Randee
Durham which resulted in a collaboration of matching funds
between the Rotary Club and Harman Becker. The dona-
tions covered the cost of the building materials.

Last year at the Literacy Center’s Christmas Open House,
Reverend Gordon Foltz, minister at the Round Pond Pres-
byterian Church, asked what projects we had going on that
we needed help with. Deb told him about the ramp and he

offered his church’s help. The men’s Bible study class took
on the design and construction of the ramp. They built the
ramp in the summer heat, over several days and did a su-
per job. The group of workers were from ages eight to
eighty-nine. The finished result is something they can take
pride in, and it should last for many, many years!

Thank you to everyone who was involved. Each individual
and group was a piece of the puzzle. The finished product
is not just a ramp, it is also an example of a caring commu-
nity — people helping and giving to make a difference in the
lives of others.

Deb and Kathy Johnson on the completed ramp

Garden Spot Event — Frances is a winner

United Way — Day of Caring

The staff of the Simpson

County Literacy Center joined
in the fun at the 27" annual
Garden Spot Run/Walk in Au-
gust.

While Deb and Kim walked at
what they thought was a re-
Frances with trophyspectable pace, Frances
quickly left them behind to
finish first in her age group.

During the walk, Deb and Kim had an unexpected
encounter with State Senator David Givens and
walked much of the way with him. They appreci-
ated the interest he took in learning about the
work that goes on at the Simpson County Literacy
Center, and enjoyed learning more about him, his
work as our state senator and exchanging latest
reads.

United Way of Southern
Kentucky organized a Day
of Caring on July 29, 2009.
During this period of hard-
ship for many, United Way
volunteers spent the day
working on various projects
to assist individuals and
nonprofits in Bowling Green
and Franklin where help
was needed most. Walt

United Way volunteers, Literacy Center
students, tutors & staff take a break for lu

Grubba, Sherry Griffin and April Owens volunteered to help out at
the Simpson County Literacy Center. Their help was greatly ap-
preciated and created an opportunity to share lunch on a beautiful
day. Thank you to United Way for organizing the day of work and
to the volunteers who spent the day making a positive difference

in their community.

We collect used cell phones to benefit U.S.
soldiers. The phones we collect are sent to KOPEG (Keep Our Planet Earth Green) to be recycled. The proceeds of the
sale of the recycled phones then goes to Soldiers Angels, a non-profit organization with a mission to support U.S. troops.
Soldiers Angels uses the money to buy phone cards to give to our soldiers who are away from home. These organizations
make it easy for us to support our troops and keep thousands of cell phones out of landfills at the same time. Please help
military families stay in touch during the holiday season by dropping off your used phones at 231 S College Street. Thanks!
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For your generous grant funds: For being guest speakers, providing interesting and pertinent
The Wal-Mart Foundation programs at our monthly Lunch and Learn:

To all those who have: Dr. Jeff Foshee, Helena Chase, Chaplain Dale Reeve

Given, Advocated and Volunteered for United Way To our many volunteers who make a big

For her memorial donation in memory of Lillian Edison: difference with the work they do and help

Deb Thompson they give.

— November 19th, from 12 noon to 1 pm, Marty EImes of BRADD will be our guest speaker for Lunch

and Learn. Marty has worked in Work Force Development for the past ten years matching people with careers. He has a
lot of valuable information to share during this time of transition for many displaced workers. Call: 586-7234 for more info.

Computer Classes — November-December 2009
Call 586-7243 for schedule and to sign up for class  es
* Keyboarding/Mouse basics * Microsoft Word —b  eginning and intermediate
* Microsoft Excel * E-mail

* Beginning computers * Explor ing the Internet




